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Pushforward has spent 25 years developing provision for the education of young people who do not fit within a mainstream approach to learning. 
We believe that every young person has the right to be an individual, to know they matter, have a voice, feel safe and confident enough to progress through the world in a way which makes them smile. 
Pushforward currently operates as a specialist education service, providing bespoke education to children and young people with complex needs, many of whom are at risk of exclusion from school or are not able to engage with mainstream education. 
A significant proportion of our students have EHCPs. We are in the process of further developing our provision to offer a broad and balanced curriculum to children and young people who need alternative pathways.

At present, we provide education for over 160 students. Some of this learning takes place at one of our centers, some in the community.  We are able to offer placement for students with EHCPs, complex and challenging needs, and for those who struggle to engage in education in a formal school setting. The students we currently have within our provisions have a wide range of needs covering all four broad categories of SEND, and we intend to maintain this, providing a bespoke program for any student referred to us in line with the ethos of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 0-25 (2015) and the Children and Families Act 2014.

Our service provides bespoke education, based on need. We feel that we provide a safe and progressive environment for young people who have not engaged with more formal education. Our results show that we have a unique ability to focus provision where it is most needed, and impact evaluations of our service are available if requested. As a service, we collaborate with a range of services to provide the best for each and every young person we work with, and have a strong track record in securing post compulsory outcomes for all of our SEND students.

Pushforward currently receives referrals from the Local Education Authority, although will consider requests from other agencies. Students are primarily referred because the severity and diversity of their needs is such that they cannot be met effectively in mainstream schools or have not been met in similar establishments. 

We provide a broad, balanced and bespoke curriculum in line with statutory requirements, maintaining the ethos of providing choice for the young person. Because of the way that we operate, and with the extensive panel of tutors that we have, we can offer courses from all curriculum areas. Pushforward is fully committed to ensuring that the application of this Admissions Policy is non-discriminatory in line with the Equality Act (2010) and takes account of Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) 2023. We welcome students irrespective of their gender, race, religion, ethnic or national origins, disability or special educational needs. We will consider each placement request on an individual basis and recognise that admissions can be a complex process.



Purpose

Pushforward have formulated this policy to ensure that the school admits those students whose needs, as identified in their EHC plan, can be met effectively and in doing so maximises the potential to make progress in all aspects of their development and to provide information on how we make our decisions so that you have clarity in the process before undertaking it.

Admission criteria

Referrals for admission to Pushforward will arise from a student's EHCP or Annual Review recommendations agreed by the LEA. All admissions take account of the need to provide education appropriate to age, ability, aptitude and additional educational needs (AEN). Students can be admitted at any time of year.

Refusal of admission

The Management Team reserves the right to refuse admission in the following cases:

· We are fully subscribed
· Where the admission of a student would compromise the Health and Safety of students and/or staff within the school
· Where admission would not be compatible with the efficient and effective education of other

Legislation In formulating our Admissions Policy

We have considered the following legislation:

· The Education (Independent School Standards) (England) Regulations 2015
· Equality Act (2010)
· Education Act 2011
· SEN Code of Practice 0-25 (2015)
· Children and Families Act 2014

Examinations – Registration and Certification

Where students are to access public examinations, we do so by applying the following rationale:

· Are they ready?

· Is the qualification suitable for them?

· What is specified in their EHCP?


We will register students for qualifications as and when they are in a place that they will be able to achieve the assessment outcomes set, ensuring that they are prepared in full before moving them towards final assessment. Should they undertake and complete a qualification via a registered awarding body, we will ensure that certification is sent to them as soon as it becomes available to them.
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